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Deciphering France’s Mediterranean
and Foreign Policy against Turkey
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ABSTRACT France’s policy has become intertwined with its involvement in
the Eastern Mediterranean dispute against Turkey as a result of the natural gas
discovery in recent years in the region. France’s identification of Turkey as an
‘external enemy’ reflects the former’s political and economic concerns in regard to
the Mediterranean gas reserves. Therefore, the envisaged French leadership in the
region insists that the EU adopt an exclusionary political approach toward Turkey

with the political and diplomatic support of France for Greece and Cyprus.
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